
 

 

March 2012 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Transfiguration,  

This unseasonable burst of warmer weather has caused us to retrieve the garden benches from 

their winter storage as well as to bring out leaves and blossoms on our old apple tree. This all 

reminds us that Holy Week and Easter are drawing nigh! I am so looking forward to Holy Week 

and Easter which are such special times here at Transfiguration. This year I look forward to 

welcoming the Reverend Elaine Farmer from Canberra, Australia who will be our special Holy 

Week preacher from Palm Sunday through to Easter Eve. Elaine and her husband Bill are dear 

friends of mine. Elaine has preached here twice before and is a seasoned Holy Week preacher 

both in Australia and here in the USA. As I say, each year the major services of Holy Week 

(Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Eve) are liturgically all of a piece and 

ideally are experienced as a whole. I know this is not possible for all of you, but for those who 

are able to participate in all the major liturgies it is an unforgettable experience. We are blessed 

in this parish to be able to mount all the liturgies in their fullness. It is worth drawing attention to 

the Maundy Thursday Watch in the Holy Family Chapel which commences after the Maundy 

Thursday evening liturgy and continues through the night until morning. The watch is modeled 

on Gethsemane where Jesus asks the disciples “Will you not watch one hour with me?” We have 

a strong tradition here of watching all night which we should treasure. So many places finish the 

watch at midnight. For obvious security reasons the church is locked at about 10 p.m. and 

entrance is made through the Rectory gate (never locked, just requires a good push!) and loud 

knocking on the Guild Hall door! I do encourage parishioners to experience this ancient practice 

of the night watch at least for an hour or two. 

Claudia Dumschat and I were able to fly down to Florida to attend Tyrone Campbell’s marriage 

to Sherelle Gordon last week. Claudia played the organ at the church and I gave the grace at the 

reception. Tyrone and Sherelle both looked radiant with happiness. I am pleased to report that we 

were able to present them with a check for $1600. So many thanks to all who contributed. 

Recently I was invited to a Donors’ Reception at Holy Apostles’ Soup Kitchen on Ninth Avenue. 

This program is the largest of its kind in the city and feeds some 1200 people each weekday. At 

the reception I was presented with a certificate recognizing the generous contribution by the 

Church of the Transfiguration over the past year. As a parish we gave nearly $30,000 to this 

program (of which $20,000 came from an estate which was designated to help the poor). It is 

important for parishioners to know that we support a number of important programs with 

financial contributions as well as in kind. 



 

Several members of the Altar Society and I were able to join Claire Malouf, longtime parishioner 

and former president of the Altar Society, and other of her friends to mark Claire’s 80
th

 birthday. 

The intention was initially to have a party after church on a Sunday but unfortunately Claire 

finished up in the Rehabilitation Unit at Terrence Cardinal Cooke Health Care Facility. 

On a sadder note another long time parishioner, Warren Olson, died recently after a long struggle 

with illness. Warren was an active member of the Altar Society for many years. We were able to 

give Warren a full Requiem Mass as he would have liked and then we buried him in our parish 

plot at Kensico Cemetery. His friends were very grateful for all that. 

I am pleased to report that our fund-raising efforts for the Lychgate Restoration Appeal are 

proceeding well. So far we have received over $84,000 toward our goal of $200,000. We are 

about to erect a thermometer indicating the amount raised and the amount still needed in front of 

the church to encourage more contributions. Special thanks to Rosemary Mackey who is 

spearheading this appeal. 

I trust you have all visited our new look website on www.littlechurch.org. It is a great 

improvement on the former website and is both attractive and more user friendly. Thanks to Alex 

Ellwood and Rob Caruano for achieving this. 

Lent this year was enriched by a very fine production of Benjamin Britten’s church opera, The 

Prodigal Son, under the musical direction of Claudia Dumschat. Through the generous financial 

support of Mrs. Marie Schwartz we were able to pay for professional soloists and musicians 

alongside our resident musicians. This made for a memorable production which really came alive 

in the church setting as was intended by Britten. Congratulations to all involved. 

In preparation for an Episcopal Visitation on Ascension Day, May 17, I will be starting classes 

each Sunday at 12.45 p.m. commencing Sunday, April 15, for those interested in being 

confirmed, received into the Episcopal Church or who wish formally to renew their baptismal 

vows. If you have come back to church in recent times or have come from another denomination 

now is a good time to make a suitable act of recommitment. Please speak to me about which 

ministry is appropriate for you or if you in fact have not been baptized and seek baptism. It is 

never too late for the latter! 

I wish you all a blessed Holy Week and a joyful and peace-filled Easter. 

 

 

                                                                                                                     Rector 

 

http://www.littlechurch.org/


 


